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/ “ & PROPOSED HIVS RELZASE ON DIKINI RISTORATION

ion and cquipment will land on Bikini Atoll this month, bocinninv a

nojor projoot by the U, i, Govornaant to roctoroe tho ntoll to n hnbit=
able condition for Bikininns vho wish to rotura to tho mid-Pacifilc
. Island,

Dopurtmon£ of Dufonso and thb Atomic Encrgy Commission (Aﬁc) havo
joincd Dapartmont of the Intorior in tho projo;t. Tho Bikinians woreo
rocottled from t;c atoll baforo tho U, S, nuoclom tosting provrnm bezan
thoro como 20 yoars ago. Now thoy want,to roturn ﬁnd tho threo govorn-
rental azencies have been fi%égg;‘ “ocutive Order to acsist. Dapartmoht
of Deienss will remove radioactiJo hazards ard depris, thoe AZC will 244,

2crieiiily Wm«c&/) 35/5&
Zgiﬁi:k;nine—that—ﬁgéga Yosical~hExard-rony and Departmont of. the
Interior will geo to tho actual relocation and resettloment of tho

Bikinians.

Vice Admiral L. M, lustin, Direcfor of tho Dofense Atomic Support
Agency (DASA), has boen nnmod'projoot manager by the Departmen£ of
betcnse.' Kost of tho men and equipizant ?111 be provided by liajor
Goneral E., Y, deSausswre, Jr., who comnands DASA's Joint Task Force 8.
Adir Forco Coloncl John W. Rawlings, Jr., will be in direct comzand of
the restoration force on tho Atoll, | | |

Initial o}fo:t‘ot the project will bo to cloan.up the islards of
Biking{ and Bnyu, both in tho wouthecast part of the atbll. The atoll

itgolf consists of a chain of large and small coral 1slands'aurrounding
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PROPOSED NZ.".‘.’S ROLTASE O BIKINI RESTORATION (CONT'D)

an obloaz iagoon which moasures about 10 by 23 miles, Dikini Island hos

an area ol. about t"xo-square miles; Enyu is slightly smaller, - UL
, . Z st mated (/end m?/ﬂ:s
The Dgpsrtment of Intcrior&ﬂ—saﬁ*%ﬁ about 550 people hava ‘esied

T

W Bikini, Of theso, some 350 presently live on the
- «hhan

o

island of 3311 in th Tarshall Islands., The resettleoment is

cxpected to be gradual as Bikini's capability to support its people 1s
'developed. ; )

Joint %‘ask Force 8 has determined that tho Bihni airstrip must
receive !n?t attention so that it can be used to support the restoration
offort, !ﬂ? first men end eguipment ashore this moanth will, after estab-
lishing theéh rudimar_xta.ry camp, and beginning work on tho airstrip, take

-

the tirst_;p}'ociso steps towvard mepping tho restoration job.-~
xzuga;h;nkcra of reinforced concrete, various badly ru;ed steel

tovors and %angles of cables and girders must bo located, “moved to the

beach :_and;;mried away., Preliminary survey indiccics six months may b2

needed fcz tho job, but a wore comprehensive on-site stwly will provide

moro accurate tins and cost estimates.
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QUESTIONS AND ARSVWERS FOR BIKINI RESTORATION PROJECT

%11l similar projects bo undertaken in bohalf of othor displacdd v
natives, the Eniwectokians, for instance?
This project 1o limited to Bikini, I have no information on othor

projeots,

will you ’aalvaga the ships sunk in tho Bikini lagoon?
This projoct is limited to rostoration of the land part of the stoll '

and doas not includo underwater salvage operations,

Is the Defenso Department going to rocettle all the natives at oncae?
The Dofense Dzpartrment won't be rosettling any natives, This'project
is boinz undortaken by threo governmcﬁt nzenciesrj bepartmenf of the
Interior, Dopariment of Defenso and the Atomic Esorgy Comaission, |
Restoration of the islonds falls within tho DOD purvié.w with AEC
ascertaining that radioactive hazards have been elimi;ﬁ;;h. At this
point, DOD will be out of the projoct and Department of the Interio.r
w1ll urndortake the actual resettlement, ARC will coatinue various?

monitoring activities,

Will any Bikioians be hired to work on the projoct?
Yes, Bikinians will be recruited. They will, however, noti be

coployed in handling any -contaminated scrap.
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QUESTIONS AND ALGWIRS FOR BIKINI RESTOMTION PROJICT (coaT'm

Q. \&'c;\‘t tho work forco be exposcd to danyerous radioactivity?
Ao No. Radioactivity lovols will ba constantly and carofully monitorcd
ahd tho hsndling and removal of contaminatod scrap will be so con-

ducted that radiological exposuro of personnol will bo withs.n tho

Q. nnn and equipmcnt have boon moved from Johnston Island to work on
'Bfkini. Aren't they part of the nation's readinoss-to-test program?

A; “Tho Bikini cloan-up will not bo permitted to impair our readiness
posturo, I wo aro dirccted to resumoe testing, the men and oquipment'
du bo withdrawvn from Bikini promptly. Not only-w;ll there bo no
,ﬁ:pairmsnt of readiness, but wo cxpact to gain valuablo exporience in

B ﬂxo pikinl operstion and to oxcrciso men and cou:lp:rent.

Q. 'Bow much will this cleanup cos..?

-~ e 0
.

A, 3 c¢an only givo you the 1m:‘ad1ate bud;;e.. picture, poparicont-of g J
hes e sremated o 76/ o7 75 be bt
—~<Beionse—shd—tho Atonic Enexgy Comnigsion 41’0 providing $300, 020 each 1.2 /

£rom ¥Y 65 funds, Depariment of the Intorior is budgeting $700,000

for tho projoct in FY 70, é/W s clean 4P W e‘L |
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